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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 1754 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, PINR, BC, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET CHARGE' ESTABLISHES RESIDENT MISSION IN GABORONE 
REF: A) GABORONE 1722; B) STATE A-4180 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 16 AT RECEPTION GIVEN BY JAPANESE AMBASSADOR, 
EMBOFFS HAD FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO MEET NEW SOVIET CHARGE' IN GABOR 
ONE, (FNU) MARKOV AND HIS WIFE, TAMARA. MRS. MARKOV SAID THEY 
HAD FLOWN IN FROM LUSAKA ON SEPTEMBER 13. ANSWERING QUESTION 
POSED IN REF A, MARKOV CONFIRMED THAT AMBASSADOR SOLODOVNKOV 
(RESIDENT IN LUSAKA) WAS NOT ACCREDITED TO BOTSWANA; MEANWHILE, 
HOWEVER, SOLODOVNIKOV WAS PLANNING COME DOWN FROM LUSAKA 

TO REPRESENT THE USSR AT THE BOTSWANA TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA- 
TIONS THE END OF THIS MONTH. MARKOV SAID HE WAS HERE TO OPEN 
A NEW MISSION AND THAT THE SITUATION CONCERNING THE POSSI 
BILITY OF A RESIDENT SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN GABORONE WAS NOT 
YET CLEAR. 

2. MARKOVS ARE CURRENTLY STAYING AT HOLIDAY INN, BUT SOON 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GABORO 01754 171724Z 

WILL MOVE TO TEMPORARY HOUSING LOCATED FOR THEM BY GOB. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


THEY WILL THEN EITHER LEASE OR BUILD PERMANENT HOUSING. 

MEANWHILE, MARKOV IS LOOKING FOR OFFICE SPACE IN GABORONE. 

THEY HAVE A SEVEN-YEAR OLD "STEP GRANDSON"' WITH THEM WHOM 
THEY PLAN TO ENROLL IN LOCAL ENGLISH-TYPE SCHOOL (NORTHSIDE 
SCHOOL). MRS. MARKOV SPEAKS ENGLISH WELL (SOMEWHAT BETTER 
THAN HER HUSBAND) AND ENTHUSIASTICALLY, ALBEIT WITH A HEAVY 
ACCENT. BOTH APPEAR VERY FRIENDLY, ALTHOUGH MARKOV HAS 
MORE PROFESSIONAL RESERVE THAN HIS WIFE. HE APPEARED QUITE 
PROUD THAT THE EARLIER THAT DAY HAD SPENT ONE HOUR DISCUSSING 
WORLD AFFAIRS DURING HIS INITIAL CALL ON MIN EXTAFF MOGWE. 

3. MARKOVS HAVE SPENT AT LEAT TWO TOURS IN IAPN AND MARKOV 
SPEAKS IAPANESE. HIS WIFE IS OUTSPOKEN ABOUT HER DISLIKE FOR 
JAPAN, WHICH SHE DID NOT EXPAT, IN. THEY CAME TO GABORONE 
DIRECTLY FORM ASSIGNMENT IN MOSCOW. 

4. COMMENT: A) RECENT SELECTION OF THE AFRICAN EXPERT SOLODOVNIKOV 
FOR LUSAKA (REF B) AND THE PERSONABLE MARKOVS IN GABORONE, PLUS 
THE POSSIBLITY OF A SOVIET AMBASSADOR HERE. BEAR OUT OBVIOUS 
IMPORTANCE THAT USSR IS ATTACHING TO SOUTHERN AFRICA. WITH 

BUSY AND RELATIVELY GREGARIOUS CHINESE MISSION ALSO LOCATED 
HERE, WE SHOULD WITNESS SOME REAL SINO-SOVIET COMPETITION 
TO OUTDO EACH OTHER IN CHARMING THE BATSWANA WHILEKEEPING 
CAREFUL WATCH ON EACH OTHER. 

(B) EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY BIO INFO DEPARTMENT, MOSCOW, 

OR TOKYO MAY HAVE ON KMARKOVS AND PARTICULARLY ANY INDICATION 
THAT MARKOV IS AN INTELLIGENCE OFFICER (WE MUST ASSUME HE IS). 
ALBERTI 
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